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Your son/daughter is approaching 
another very important stage in their 
educational journey. With the 
beginning of Key Stage 4 only a few 
months away, it is now necessary for 
us all to spend a considerable amount 
of time, to support your child as they 
consider which qualification routes to 
follow.

Dinnington High School provides a broad 
and balanced curriculum, which engages and 
challenges our students so that they achieve 
the best possible range of qualifications to 
enable their future aspirations to be fulfilled. 
The curriculum is designed to offer students 
a diverse and coherent choice of courses and 
learning experiences so that they develop 
skills and knowledge that remain with them 
long after examinations. This is so our 
students leave school as confident and 
independent life-long learners, equipped 
with the transferable skills needed to thrive 
in a changing world.

Students will take a suite of compulsory core of 
subjects at GCSE, however, they will also be able 
to choose from a wide range of optional subjects. 
Some of the subjects will be familiar to you; some 
will be new. This options pack and the parents/ 
options evening on 6th February are designed to 
give you information to help you make the best 
choices.

It is important that you read through this pack and 
speak to your son/daughter and their teachers; 
and if they are thinking of a career path, explore 
which courses would be most relevant. The 
choices have to be right for your child so they 
need to think about the subjects they need, enjoy 
or interest them. They also need to think about 
the ways in which they learn best.

Aim high, choose wisely and Achieve Excellence.

Regards,

Mr Heathcote (Assistant Principal)

INTRODUCTION
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Key Stage 4 at Dinnington High School:  An Overview

COURSE OFFERS TO STUDENTS

We offer a ‘free choice’ of subjects at Dinnington High School and have done so for a number of 
years now with a very high success rate of students getting their wishes. We try to ensure that you 
obtain all your choices; however, I wish to make it very clear that in some cases it will not be possible 
to meet the combination of subjects chosen by some students. Whether or not we can meet your 
choices depends on: 

(1) The number of students that choose each option - we can only offer a limited number of 
places in any given subject due to staffing considerations or indeed if too few choose the subject it 
may be unavailable. 

(2) Your aptitude and record in the subject – if there is a history of lack of engagement in the 
subject then you may be questioned as to the reasons behind your choice. 

Where issues or concerns arise following the selection of options, parents will have the opportunity 
to discuss these in a one to one meeting.

CURRICULUM MODEL FOR Y9

The curriculum model for Year 8 
moving into Year 9 is detailed in 
the table. The core curriculum 
gives students the opportunity of 
achieving up to 6 GCSEs. 
Detailed information about the 
core courses is given in Section 2 
of this booklet.

Students studying Triple Science 
will get three separate GCSEs in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
All other students will follow 
Trilogy Science which will lead to 
two GCSEs. Students will not be 
identified for the Triple Science 
cohort until the summer term of 
Year 9.

Subject

English Language
& Literature

5 lessons 2 GCSEs 

5 lessons 1 GCSEs Maths

5 lessons 2 or 3 GCSEs Science

1 lesson Core PE

1 lesson LIFE 

Lessons 
per week Qualifications

2 lessons Option 1 1 GCSE or equivalent

2 lessons Option 2 1 GCSE or equivalent

2 lessons Option 3 1 GCSE or equivalent

2 lessons Option 4 1 GCSE or equivalent
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NEW GCSE GRADES

You may be aware from the media that the government has changed the way that GCSE 
qualifications are graded. GCSEs will be graded on a 9-1 scale rather than the previous A*-G scale. 
For students in current Y8 this change will apply to all of their GCSE qualifications. Students have 
been graded using the new 9-1 system within their subjects from Y7 onwards. These reformed 
GCSEs are more demanding and designed so that all the examinations are taken at the end of the 
course. Non-exam assessment is mainly reduced or in some cases removed completely.

The table outlines the government’s view on how the new 9-1 scale will look when compared to the 
previous A*-G scale.

Current GCSE Grades New GCSE Grades

A* (Top 20% of old A*)

A

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

1

0

B

D

E

F

G (Top half of old G)

U

A* (Bottom 80* of old A*)

C (Top third of old C)

C (Bottom 2 thirds of old C)
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Key Stage 4 at Dinnington High School:  An Overview

ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE  

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a performance measure in school league tables that was 
introduced in 2010. The measure recognises those students who achieve a GCSE grade 
“standard pass” in  English, Maths, two sciences (not including vocational science), a modern 
foreign language and either Geography or History. It is not a qualification in itself and is 
currently not certificated for students achieving the EBacc combination of subjects. The 
purpose of the EBacc, as stated by the Government, is to encourage students to achieve a 
broad set of academic GCSE qualifications. At Dinnington High School, students have always 
been able to study the EBacc combination of subjects and this will continue as it means 
students gain experience in a broad range of subjects at Key Stage 4. However, for some 
students a different combination of subjects may be better suited to their strengths and 
interests and the requirements of their post-16 route.

MAKING GOOD CHOICES

Making the right choice of courses at 
Key Stage 4 is very important because 
it may affect a student’s progression 
after Year 11 and possibly their future 
career opportunities. Option choices 
will also determine the number, type 
and grade of qualifications a student will 
achieve as well as their enjoyment of 
Years 9, 10 and 11. Therefore, the 
decision making involved in the options 
process deserves careful consideration 
of the information, advice and guidance 
provided by the school. Students 
should also remember the following 
three questions to help them choose 
the best combination of courses:  

What am I good at and what 
courses will I succeed in?  

Recent progress reports and scores in 
assessments will help students to 
identify their areas of strength. If 
students are unsure about their ability 
to succeed in a particular course, they 
should ask their subject teacher. 

What am I interested in and enjoy? 

Most students can quickly identify their favourite lessons 
but it is important to make sure students choose a 
course because they find the subject interesting rather 
than just because they like the teacher or the group of 
friends in their current Year 8 class. 

What qualifications do I need for my next step 
after  Year 11 and beyond?  

One of the most important outcomes of Key Stage 4 is 
that students achieve the qualifications that they need 
for progression to their desired next step after Year 11 
and in their long term aspirations. If students are clear 
about what career they wish to pursue they should 
seek advice about relevant courses. At this stage, many 
students will not know exactly what career they want to 
pursue so it is important to choose a broad and 
balanced combination of courses to keep their future 
options open, as explained above. However, it is 
important that students think ahead as much as possible 
and find out what qualifications they may need for their 
desired post-16 education. However, at this stage, 
students should not be overly concerned if they are 
unsure about what they want to do after Year 11, so 
long as they follow the advice of choosing a balanced 
curriculum to help keep their post-16 options open.
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INFORMATION, ADVICE AND GUIDANCE

The next section of this booklet provides subject specific information about the courses on offer. 
During the Year 8 Options Evening you will have the opportunity to have discussions with subject 
teachers about your child’s suitability for Key Stage 4 courses, there will also be taster events planned 
for your child to attend on Friday 14th February. I have included a list of relevant key staff who you 
may also want to speak to. In the meantime, students should be proactive in discussing their option 
choices with their parents and seek advice and guidance as appropriate.

KEY STAFFING 

Form Tutor Answer questions on the option process
Refer students for guidance meetings

Subject Teacher Subject specific information
Suitability for course
Taster sessions
Student Data

Mr Ebbs  & Mrs Paling (Year Leaders) Answer questions on the option process
Refer students for guidance meetings

Mrs Twiss (Engage) SEND Information

Mrs Moody (Head of Post 16) Progression to Post 16
Post 16 pathways

Mr Heathcote (Assistant Principal) Options process
One to One meetings
Technical Support
Curriculum model
GCSE Reforms and Grading Structure
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Course
Information

Core Subjects 9

Options 13
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COURSE SUMMARY

This course is worth two GCSEs and incorporates a wide range of skills and techniques. Studying 
English Language and Literature should allow students to:

•   Identify and interpret information from a text.
•   Explain and comment on how writers use language and structure to achieve effects.
•   Compare writer’s ideas and perspectives.
•   Critically evaluate texts and support ideas with relevant textual support.
•   Communicate clearly and effectively by selecting an adapting tone.
•   Use a range of vocabulary, sentence structures, spelling and punctuation accurately.
•   Plus a range of speaking and listening skills.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

All students by the end of Key Stage 3 will be expected to complete GCSE English Language and 
Literature.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

The course will compose of two written exams for GCSE Language which will cover creative 
writing, transactional writing and reading of fiction and non-fiction texts.

In GCSE Literature students will be exposed to a range of literature across the 19th, 20th
and 21st centuries and will include poetry, novels and drama. Again, Literature will be assessed 
through two external examinations.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

English will be assessed by 100% terminal examination at the end of KS4.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

This course will provide a foundation for a variety of progression routes. Virtually all 6th form 
courses and employers require a GCSE in English and this course would provide access to Level 3 
courses. Also, you would need a Grade 6 to study A level in 6th Form. Good English qualifications 
are also sought after when applying to university.

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE/LITERATURE
Core Subject

Contact: Ms Davis Leigh
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GCSE MATHEMATICS
Core Subject

COURSE SUMMARY

A GCSE in Mathematics should allow students 
to: 

•  Develop knowledge, skills, and 
understanding of mathematical methods.

•  Acquire and use problem-solving 
strategies.

•  Select and apply mathematical techniques 
and methods to real-world situations.

•  Reason, make deductions, and draw logical 
conclusions.

•  Interpret and communicate mathematical 
information in various ways.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

All students will be expected to complete the 
Edexcel GCSE Mathematics course.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

This course will be one of the new generation 
of GCSE subjects which was first examined in 
2017. Learners will be equipped with the skills 
to break down complex functional problems 
and solve through a variety of methods and 
styles. The increase in content requires 
learners to show greater independence in 
their studies if they are to get the most out of 
the course. Learners will achieve a Grade 1 to 
9 by the end of Year 11.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

There is one assessment period for the Linear 
exam — in June at the end of Year 11. The 
assessment comprises of three exams (2 with 
calculator), each paper could assess any aspect 
of the course content. Students will be on a 
higher or foundation pathway. The pathway 
chosen will allow the student the best 
opportunity to maximise their potential within 
the subject. Students taking the foundation 
pathway will be able to achieve up to a grade 
5, which is considered a good pass. Students 
taking the higher pathway will be able to 
achieve up to a grade 9. Students will be sitting 
their final examinations using the Edexcel 
exam board.

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

Scientific Calculator—this is of paramount 
importance. The new GCSE specification 
makes it essential that students have their own 
calculator and they become familiar with how 
to use it.

Students are also advised to make use of 
Hegarty Maths (www.hegartymaths.com) this 
will consolidate their class work through both 
weekly homework and independent study.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Students who complete the Maths GCSE at 
grade 6 or better are well equipped to 
continue their study of Maths at A-level.
Good Maths qualifications are also sought 
after when applying to University.

Contact: Mr Garland
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE
Core Subject

COURSE SUMMARY

This pathway offers you the chance to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics modules. At the end 
of the three year course you will be awarded with 2 GCSE grades in Combined Science.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

Students should enjoy learning science in a classroom environment. Students will have studied 
Science at Key Stage 3 and have an inquisitive nature about the world they live in.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

The course will last three years and be taught by specialist science teachers. Lessons in each 
subject will include scientific theory, practical applications and How Science Works. 

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Each module (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) is split into two equally sized units that focus upon 
different content. Each module is assessed through two terminal examinations (one for each unit) at 
the end of Year 11, hence you will be assessed through 6 examinations in total. 

Within these examinations you will be assessed on your subject knowledge, application of 
knowledge, data interpretation and practical skills. Students will be awarded grades using the new 
9 – 1 numerical system.

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

Scientific Calculator—this is of paramount importance. The new GCSE specification makes it 
essential that students have their own calculator and they become familiar with how to use it. The 
library sells calculators (£8) but they can also be purchased elsewhere. The recommended 
calculator of choice is Casio FX83.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

This qualification allows you to access A-Level and equivalent courses, progressing to Degree level. 
This is ideal for students wishing to pursue a career in: medicine, veterinary nursing, laboratory 
work, physiotherapy, forensic science, environmental work, dentistry, teaching and skilled trade 
work.

Contact: Mr Rooney
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GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES
Core Subject

COURSE SUMMARY

This well-respected academic pathway consists of three separate GCSEs: Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. At Dinnington High School you will follow the AQA specification. You will be awarded a 
grade for each GCSE, one in each of the sciences.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

Triple Science is suited to high attaining students in Science and Mathematics. Students should 
demonstrate a flair for science, enjoy discussing topical issues and have an enquiring mind about the 
world around them. This course is particularly suited to students that wish to study Science at 
higher and further education.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

The course will last three years and be taught by specialist science teachers. Lessons in each 
subject will include scientific theory, practical applications and How Science Works. A sample of 
topics include evolution, genetics, atomic structure, nanotechnology, space and electronics.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs consists of two equally sized units that focus upon different 
content. Each subject is assessed through two terminal examinations (one for each unit) at the end 
of Year 11. Within these examinations you will be assessed on your subject knowledge, application 
of knowledge, data interpretation and practical investigation skills. Students will be awarded grades 
using the new numerical 9 – 1 system.

ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT

Scientific Calculator - this is of paramount importance. The new GCSE specification makes it 
essential that students have their own calculator and that they become familiar with how to use it.
The library sells calculators (£8 each) but they can also be purchased elsewhere. The 
recommended calculator of choice is Casio FX83.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

These qualifications can lead directly to A-Level Biology, Chemistry and Physics and eventually to a 
wide range of university and college courses. Possible career options may include: medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary science, forensics, environmental science and specialist research opportunities.

Contact: Mr Rooney
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GCSE ART
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The Fine Art course is fundamentally a 
drawing and painting course designed to 
produce large, ambitious and highly successful 
outcomes. The painting element of the course 
concentrates on oil painting. This material is 
highly unusual for GCSE students due to its 
expense and demanding technical nature. 
However, the results students produce once 
they become skilful with this media are of the 
highest quality.

A significant element of the course will be in 
the form of a personal project which is arrived 
at through discussion and planning between 
student and staff.  They can be very varied and 
often reflect interests students have such as 
dance, sport, family or hobbies. Alternatively 
for students who find this too taxing, projects 
can be set by staff.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

Students who are interested and determined 
and are willing to learn and try new things with 
an open mind.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

There are three main elements to the 
coursework:

•  Looking at drawing – Students will 
develop new drawing skills and will look 
closely at the techniques of other artists to 
support this learning.  Looking at the work 
of other artists will also gain marks which 
count towards the final grade.

•  Looking at painting – Students will 
develop new oil painting skills and will look 
closely at the techniques of other artists to 
support their learning.

•  Personal project – Students will use their 
new skills to start their personal project 
towards the end of Y9, which is then 
extensively developed in Y10 and will be 
finalised in Y11.  These are often on a large 
scale and will prepare many students to 
progress on to A Level Art in Y12.

•  Final Exam – Students work on this from 
January of Y11 and this forms a separate 
unit of work which is based on a starting 
point or theme set by the exam board. 
Supporting work leads to a 10 hour (2 
days) final piece or pieces, which will 
follow similar processes to the personal 
project from coursework. 

ASSESSMENT METHODS

•  60% coursework
•  40% externally set task - exam

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

The arts and media is a thriving industry, 
though very competitive.  If you are wondering 
about future jobs, ask yourself this… Who 
designed your clothes, your car, your furniture, 
you wallpaper, the greetings cards you send, 
the adverts you see every time you watch TV 
or open a magazine?

Contact: Mr Devonport & Ms Short
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE BTEC LEVEL 2 TECHNICALS

Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Enterprise is for learners who wish to acquire skills through 
vocational contexts by studying the knowledge, behaviours and skills related to researching, setting 
up, running and reviewing an enterprise as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification 
enables learners to develop their technical skills such as market research skills, planning, 
promotional and financial skills using realistic work scenarios, and personal skills, (such as 
monitoring own performance, time management and problem solving) through a practical and 
skills based approach to learning and assessment. The learners will acquire knowledge, 
understanding and skills to underpin their practical activities in assessment, and this will 
complement their GCSEs. The qualification will broaden the learner’s experience and 
understanding of the varied progression options available to them.

Who is the qualification for?
This qualification is for learners who want to start a career in business. It is designed for learners to 
study alongside other Level 2 vocational and GCSE courses. 

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

BTEC Technicals are vocationally related qualifications that take an engaging, practical and inspiring 
approach to learning and assessment. They’re industry relevant, geared to key sector requirements 
and very popular with schools and colleges because they suit such a broad range of learning styles 
and abilities.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

BTEC Technicals are qualifications for learners intending to progress directly to employment in a 
business, or to a Level 3 Technical qualification or an Apprenticeship.
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Learners will select an enterprise idea to plan and pitch for. They 
will work as a small group to run a micro-enterprise activity, and 
will develop their skills in operating and reviewing the success of 
the enterprise. This is a very hands on, practical unit.  

To complete this unit, learners will plan, run and review an 
enterprise activity. This is a practical unit where students will 
demonstrate a range of entrepreneurial skills. This unit is 
internally assessed. 

Learners will explore the different promotional methods used 
by enterprises and the factors that influence how enterprises 
identify and target their market. They will explore financial 
documents and how to use them to monitor and improve the 
performance of an enterprise in order to make decisions and 
recommend strategies for the success of an enterprise.

To complete this unit, learners must create a series of activities 
based on a case study. The unit which is externally assessed and 
marked by Pearson is worth 60 marks and is completed under 
controlled conditions for 2 hours. 

This component will give you an understanding of the factors 
that contribute to a successful enterprise. You will develop 
transferable skills, such as research and data analysis, which will 
support your progression to Level 2 or 3 vocational or academic 
qualifications. 

Learners will complete coursework based tasks by examining a 
number of different enterprises and researching what makes 
them successful. They will investigate factors that impact on 
businesses and aim to understand competitor behaviour. The 
coursework for this unit is internally assessed. 

Unit 1
Exploring Enterprises 
(30%)

Unit 2
Planning for and Running
an Enterprise
(30%)

Unit 3
Promotion and Finance
for Enterprise
(40%)

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

The course is made up of three components which include both internally and externally assessed 
units.

Contact: Ms Whitham
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CHILDCARE
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

This qualification provides you with the opportunity to gain a widely recognised qualification that 
gives you a basic introduction to the Child Care sector (0-5 years). This qualification will enable 
you to develop significant transferable knowledge and study skills that will support progression to 
further learning including: 
•   an awareness of learning styles 
•   a basic introduction in to working with children in a variety of settings 
•   an understanding of roles and responsibilities when working in a setting 
•   an understanding of Equality and Diversity within a childcare setting 
•   a basic understanding of the stages and sequence of child development 
•   an introduction to observing children and how it supports development 
•   an introduction to the influences that affect holistic development 
•   an introduction to everyday care routines and the types of activities that can support 
•   the development of independence 
•   an introduction to supporting children through transition. 

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

This is a vocationally related qualification that takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to 
learning and assessment. It is industry relevant, geared to key sector requirements and very 
popular because it suits such a broad range of learning styles and abilities. 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

•   Health, Social Care & Early Years Level 3
•   NVQ (Level 3) in the work place
•   CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Childcare
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Contact: Ms Booker-Parkinson, Ms Perkins or Mrs Jones 

This unit focuses on holistic development and factors that affect 
development. You will be introduced to ways of observing 
children so that you can support development through 
appropriate activities and care routines. You will also learn how 
to work with children when they move from one setting to 
another.

Unit 2 graded A*– D, are assessed by an externally set, internally 
marked assessment task. Mandatory assessments for each unit 
will be subject to internal and external quality assurance.

You will be expected to know about the different types of care 
settings and your responsibilities if you were learning how to 
work with children. You will need to show that you understand 
how children develop, what can affect their development and 
the individual needs they may have. You will need to show that 
you know ways to care for them and simple activities that help 
them to develop in a healthy and safe way. You will also need to 
show that you understand the ways that can support your own 
learning.

Unit 3 graded A*-D, assessed by an externally set and externally 
marked synoptic scenario based short answer examination.

This is an introductory unit designed to give an overview of the 
types of settings and local provision for children. You will learn 
how to prepare for working in settings and the responsibilities of 
early years workers. You will also gain an insight into your 
preferred learning style and develop your ability to study.

Unit 1 graded A*– D, are assessed by an externally set, 
internally marked assessment task. Mandatory assessments for 
each unit will be subject to internal and external quality 
assurance.

Unit 1
An Introduction to Working
with Children Aged 0-5 Years 
(Coursework - 25%)

Unit 2
Development and Well-being
Aged 0-5 Years
(Coursework - 25%)

Unit 3
Childcare and Development
Aged 0-5 Years
(Exam - 50%)

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE AND ASSESSMENT METHODS
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Option

BTEC CONSTRUCTION

COURSE SUMMARY

This course allows students to study 
construction and the built environment, giving 
them the opportunity to gain a broad 
knowledge and understanding of the industry. 
Students learn practical construction skills as 
well as developing knowledge in areas such as 
interpreting and analysing information, 
identifying the infrastructure required for safe 
and efficient work and in understanding how 
client needs can shape building design.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

Construction is suitable for students who enjoy 
practical work and are keen to develop an 
understanding of the construction industry.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

The course is comprised of 4 units:

Construction Technology (1 hr written exam): 
This theory unit explores the structural 
performance required for low-rise construction 
as well as how sub-structures and 
superstructures are constructed. Students 
develop a detailed understanding of how walls, 
floors and roofs are constructed.

Scientific and Mathematical Applications for 
Construction (Controlled assessment): 
Students learn the scientific principles affecting 
the performance of construction materials. 
They will also develop skills to perform a wide 
range of mathematical calculations relating to, 
for example, dimensions, areas, volumes, 
material quantities and costs.

Construction and Design (Controlled 
assessment): On completing of this unit 
students will understand what the construction 
industry undertakes in terms of the different 
types of buildings and structures it designs and 
builds. Students learn how client briefs can be 
developed by analysing the client’s 
requirements for the building and considering 
the external constraints on development.
Exploring Carpentry and Joinery (Controlled 
assessment): In this unit students develop an 
understanding of tools, materials and 
equipment used in carpentry and joinery as 
well developing practical skills.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

1 written exam and 3 internally assessed 
coursework units.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Students will be well prepared for further 
specifics construction trade training or appren-
ticeships within the construction industry.

Contact: Mr Wardle
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Option

Contact: Mr Wardle

ENGINEERING DESIGN OCR CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL 

COURSE SUMMARY

Engineering design is a process used to identify market 
opportunities and solve problems which contribute to 
the development of new products and systems. This 
qualification is aimed at learners who wish to study 
the processes involved in designing new products and 
the requirements of a design specification. Through 
research and practical activities, learners will 
understand how market requirements and 
opportunities inform client briefs and will use practical 
skills such as drawing, computer modelling and model 
making to communicate design ideas.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

Engineering Design will particularly appeal to those 
who enjoy creatively using practical skills with an 
affinity for drawing, design, maths and 
problem-solving.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

The course is comprised of 4 units:

•   Design briefs, design specifications and user 
requirements (1 hr written paper) This unit 
explores the relationship between the design 
brief and the design specification and how the 
specification is used to develop a new product. 
Wider influences such as market pull/ 
technological push, cultural and fashion trends, 
legislative requirements and lifecycle analysis 
(along with others) are considered when 
designing and developing ideas.

•   Product Analysis and Research (Controlled 
Assessment) Students learn how commercial 
production methods impact on the design of 
products and components. Primary and 
secondary research will be conducted, to identify 
the strengths and weaknesses of existing 
products and a summary of research outcomes 
will be illustrated through charts/ diagrams, 

digital evidence or sketches and notes.
•   Developing and presenting engineering designs 

(Controlled assessment) Students build on 
their existing knowledge of free hand sketching 
in 2D and 3D to develop and generate ideas 
using a range of techniques including rendering 
and using shade, tone and texture to 
communicate ideas. Students will also be 
expected to be proficient in utilising technical 
drawing techniques in 3D such as Isometric, 
oblique, exploded views and assembly drawings. 
2D techniques include 3rd angle orthographic, 
scaled drawings, technical labelling sectioned 
views and relevant notes and annotation. 
Students will also be taught how to model their 
ideas in 3D using Computer Aided Designing 
software.

•   3D design realisation (Controlled assessment) 
In order to realise a 3D prototype, pupils must 
consider different planning processes that help 
to consider specification, time, availability of 
resources/ materials, safety and testing prior to 
manufacturing. Students are expected to 
develop production plans that assess risks, 
hazards and precautionary measures; to 
demonstrate safe use of the workshop tools 
and equipment and select and use appropriate 
tools and processes to produce a prototype. 
Students will then undertake testing of the 
prototype and their own performance.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

1 written exam and 3 internally assessed coursework 
units.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Students are well prepared for either continuing 
academic studies or further technical training and 
apprenticeships. Student with strong maths and 
science knowledge are perfectly suited for our 6th 
form engineering course which leads to higher level 
apprenticeships or technical degree courses.
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GCSE FRENCH
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The course is divided into 4 skills: listening, 
reading, speaking and writing, enabling 
students to develop language skills in a variety 
of contexts. Students cover topics which come 
under the headings of:

•   Identity and Culture
•   Local, national, international and global 

areas of interest
•   Current and future study and 

employment

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

•   Students of all abilities with an interest in 
the French culture as well as the language 
will be interested in this course.

•   Students who wish to work in industries 
such as Business, Leisure, Travel and 
Hospitality sectors will find this subject a 
valuable asset, as French is the only 
language spoken as a first language across 
all five continents, with over 220 million 
speakers worldwide.

•   Students who have studied KS3 French 
will be in a position to take this course.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Students can carry on to A level French or 
pursue a career in one of the professions 
mentioned.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

Students will be taught content from the 
above three themes including topics such as 
social media, mobile technology, eating out, 
cinema and TV, sport and music. They will also 
learn about global issues, the environment, 
healthy living and poverty, focusing in particular 
on French speaking countries. Finally students 
will have a chance to explore their future 
opportunities and how learning a language 
may benefit them in the future.

Together with developing their topic based 
vocabulary students will work on grammar 
skills and develop their ability to translate along 
with having an opportunity to study authentic 
French literature.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Each skill (listening, reading, speaking and 
writing) counts for 25% of the final GCSE 
grade and will be examined at the end of Year 
11. All four exams cover all topic areas.

•   Listening paper - 35 minute exam (F tier), 
45 minute exam (H tier)

•   Reading paper - 45 minutes (F tier),
1hr (H tier)

•   Speaking exam - 7-9 minutes (F tier), 
10-12 minutes (H tier). Role-play, photo 
card and conversation.

•   Writing paper - 1hr (F tier), 1hr 15 
minutes (H tier)

Contact: Mrs Oliver
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The new OCR B GCSE course accredited in 
2016 offers a variety of different topics 
covering both human and physical elements of 
Geography. It aims to give students the chance 
to investigate the link between the human and 
physical themes and examine the relationship 
between the natural and man-made worlds. 
Learners will develop the skills necessary to 
conduct framed enquiries in the classroom 
and in the field in order to develop their 
understanding

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

•   Someone who is confident in exam 
situations and is able to write extended 
responses.

•   The course is suitable for a student who 
enjoys and thrives in academic subjects.

•   You would be well suited to the course if 
you enjoy working independently and in 
groups to carry out investigations, both in 
the classroom and in the field.

•   Someone who shares a keen interest in 
the world that we live in.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Apart from enjoying the course and being a lot 
more aware of the world around you, GCSE 
Geography is a solid basis for many A level 
subjects. Students who have done well in 
Geography often study higher qualifications in 
subjects such as Environmental studies, 
Geology, Economics, and Sociology. There are 
also many areas more directly related to 

Geography, such as Travel and Tourism, 
transport management, town planning, careers 
in airports, the environment and the armed 
services.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

This paper consists of units on: Global 
Hazards, Climate Change, Distinctive 
Landscapes and Sustaining Ecosystems.

1 hour and 15-minute examination (70 marks). 
This paper will be worth 35% of the overall 
GSCE.

Paper 1 - Our Natural World*

*These units will also embed geographical skills and techniques
relevant to physical and human f ieldwork.

This paper will teach you about: Urban 
Futures, Dynamic Development, the UK in the 
21st Century and Resource Reliance.

1 hour and 15-minute examination (70 marks). 
This paper will be worth 35% of the overall 
GSCE.

Paper 2 - People and Society*

This is a synoptic paper that includes decision 
making, based on both information provided in 
an examinations booklet as well as knowledge 
from previous units.

1 hour and 30-minute examination (60 marks). 
This paper will be worth 30% of the overall 
GSCE.

Paper 3 - Geographical Exploration*

Contact: Ms Farrow
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BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

This qualification takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to learning and assessment. 
Health and Social Care will equip you with a sound, specialist knowledge along with skills for 
everyday use. The hands-on approach reflects the way in which you use new technology and will 
underpin a highly valid method of assessing your skills for the many future progression routes 
available to you such as nursing, midwifery and paramedic practice.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

This is a vocationally related qualification that takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to 
learning and assessment.

It is industry relevant, geared to key sector requirements and very popular because it suits such a 
broad range of learning styles and abilities.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

•   40% Exam
•   60% Coursework

The full award and units from this qualification are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction at both 
level 1 and 2 (Level 2 is equivalent to 1 GCSE at a C, B or A grade, level 1 at a D, E or F).

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

•   Health, Social Care & Early Years Level 3
•   NVQ (Level 3) in the work place
•   CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Childcare
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Contact: Ms Booker-Parkinson, Mrs Jones or Ms Perkins

During Component 2, you will:
•  learn which health and social care services are available
•  identify why people might need to use these services
•  discover who’s involved in providing these services
•  explore what might stop people from accessing the services 

they need
•  look at the care values the sector has to make sure people 

get the care and protection they need.

To achieve this aim, you will:
•  learn what ‘being healthy’ means to different people
•  explore the different factors that might influence health and 

wellbeing
•  identify key health indicators and how to interpret them 
•  assess an individual’s health using what they’ve learned
•  create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for that 

person, which includes targets and recommendations of 
support services available

•  reflect on the potential challenges the person may face 
when putting the plan into action.

During Component 1, you will:
•  explore how individuals develop physically, emotionally, 

socially and intellectually over time
•  investigate how various factors, events and choices impact 

individuals’ growth and development
•  discover how people adapt to life events and cope with 

making changes.

Component 1
Human Lifespan Development 
(Coursework - 30%)

Component 2
Health and Social Care
Services
(Coursework - 30%)

Component 3
Health and Well-being
(Exam - 40%)

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

To achieve this qualification, candidates must complete a combination of units – one of which is an 
external exam.  Other units are assessed through an assignment based approach, but are 
externally moderated. 

23



GCSE HISTORY
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

Students will follow the AQA specification which explores many different periods and themes of 
history. Pupils develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, 
periods and societies in local, British, and wider world history. They will engage in historical enquiry 
to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers, whilst building on their 
confidence to ask and answer relevant questions about the past. Alongside this pupils, will develop 
an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance 
and how different interpretations have been constructed about them.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

If you enjoy or are interested in studying how and why people’s lives have changed, whilst also 
thinking critically about the world, you will be suited to the course. History is itself a discipline and 
therefore students need to be disciplined in their approach to the studies, both in and out of the 
classroom. You should equally enjoy group discussion work and independent research and be able 
to apply these two skills in the classroom. You should enjoy learning new material and thrive in the 
process of committing this to your long-term memory. The best History students are the ones 
who are the most curious! 

ASSESSMENT METHODS

History will be assessed by 100% terminal examination at the end of KS4. 
Regular recall tests will take place (usually every 3-4 weeks) to assess students' understanding of 
the material. Mock Exams to assess students' application of the material and ability to answer exam 
specific questions. 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Apart from enjoying the course and being a lot more aware of the world around you, GCSE 
History is a solid basis for many A level subjects. Students who have done well in History often 
study higher qualifications in subjects such as Politics, Law, Economics, and Sociology. History also 
goes well with subjects such as English and languages. Many people working in law and accountancy 
have studied History because of the skills that can be developed in verbal reasoning and dissecting 
information. There are also many areas more directly related to History, such as Travel and 
Tourism, museums, the media industry, libraries, government research, academic research and, of 
course, history teaching.

Contact: Mr Brooke
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Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship: 1890-1945. An exploration of the 
build-up to WW1, the failure of democracy in Germany and the rise of 
the Nazis.

Section A

Paper 1 - 2 hours (worth 50% of the overall qualif ication)

East Vs West, Cold War 1945-72. The rise of the nuclear superpowers: 
the USA and USSR and how this ideological war nearly led to WW3. 

Section B

Power and the People, Britain 1200-2000. The study of British History, 
from Medieval monarchs to mass democracy. 

Section A

Paper 2 - 2 hours (worth 50% of the overall qualif ication)

Norman England, 1066-1100. Studying the Norman Conquest (beginning 
with the Battle of Hastings) and how the Normans shaped modern Britain. 

Section B

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE
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DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
BTEC LEVEL 2 TECH AWARD

Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is for learners who want to 
acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by studying the 
knowledge, understanding and skills related to data management, data interpretation, data 
presentation and data protection as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification recognises 
the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The 
qualification will broaden the learners experience and understanding of the varied progression 
options available to them.

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a
practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance,
which cover the:
• development of key skills that prove your aptitude in digital information technology, such as 

project planning, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present and 
interpret data

• process that underpins effective ways of working in digital information technology, such as 
project planning, the iterative design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical 
codes of conduct

• attitudes that are considered most important in digital information technology, including 
personal management and communication

• knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as how 
different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect and use data to make 
decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical issues.

Who is the qualification for?
This qualification is for learners who want to start a career in IT. It is designed for learners to study 
alongside other Level 2 vocational and GCSE courses. 

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE

BTEC Technicals are vocationally related qualifications that take an engaging, practical and inspiring 
approach to learning and assessment. They’re industry relevant, geared to key sector requirements 
and very popular with schools and colleges because they suit such a broad range of learning styles 
and abilities.
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Learners will understand the characteristics of data and 
information and how they help organisations in decision-making. 
They will use data manipulation methods to create a dashboard 
to present and draw conclusions from information.

To complete this unit, learners will complete coursework-based 
tasks. This unit is internally assessed.

Learners will explore how organisations use digital systems and 
the wider implications associated with their use.

To complete this unit, learners will sit a 1hour 30min, externally 
assessed exam. This will be assessed out of 60 marks. 

Learners will develop their understanding of what makes an 
effective user interface and how to effectively manage a project. 
They will use this understanding to plan, design and create a 
user interface.

Learners will complete coursework-based tasks. The 
coursework for this unit is internally assessed. 

Unit 1
Exploring User Interface
Design Principles and Project
Planning Techniques  
(36 credits)

Unit 2
Collecting, Presenting and
Interpreting Data 
(36 credits)

Unit 3
Effective Digital Working
Practices 
(48 credits)

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE AND ASSESSMENT METHODS

The course is made up of three components which include both internally and externally assessed 
units. 

Contact: Ms Whitham

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

BTEC Technicals are qualifications for learners intending to progress directly to employment in a 
business, or to a Level 3 Technical qualification or an Apprenticeship.
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GCSE MEDIA
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

Students study a range of media forms in 
terms of a theoretical framework which 
consists of media language, representation, 
media industries and audiences.  The following 
forms are studied in depth through applying all 
areas of the framework: newspapers, television, 
music video and online, social and participatory 
media. Advertising and marketing, film, video 
games, radio and magazines are studied in 
relation to selected areas of the framework. 

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

If you enjoy or are interested in studying
Media, key issues in the world and how the 
Media represents those, debating and 
understanding why there are sometimes 
different, but equally valid points of view on 
the same subject then the GCSE Media is the 
ideal subject for you. You need to enjoy 
applying your knowledge, working in a 
classroom environment and self study and 
research. You should be confident in exam 
situations and working in a guided, structured 
way.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Apart from enjoying the course and being a lot 
more aware of the world around you, GCSE 
Media is a solid basis for many A level subjects. 
Students who have done well in Media often 
study higher qualifications in subjects such as 
English Language, English Literature, Media 
(digital production and theoretical study), 
Sociology, Film, Communication Studies, 
Marketing & PR and Journalism. 

This examination unit assesses all elements of 
the media framework in relation to four of the 
following media forms: film, video games, 
magazines, advertising and marketing, radio 
and newspapers. 

Exploring the Media

This examination unit also assesses all 
elements of the media framework, through 
in-depth case studies, in relation to the 
following media forms:

Section A: Television
Section B: Music (music videos and online)

Understanding Media Forms and Products

An individual media production for an 
intended audience in response to a choice of 
briefs set by WJEC, applying knowledge and 
understanding of media language and 
representation.

Creating Media Products

ASSESSMENT METHODS

•   Component 1
1hr 30 mins external exam (40%)

•   Component 2
1hr 30 mins external exam (30%)

•   Component 3
Non-Exam Assessment (30%)

Contact: Ms Fisher

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

28



BTEC PERFORMING ARTS
Option
TECHNICAL AWARD IN

PERFORMING ARTS

Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The AQA Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performing Arts will offer students a multi-discipline 
qualification with the opportunity to perform, learn production skills and discover more about 
careers in the performing arts sector.
A level 1 is equivalent to a GCSE grade, 3 to 1 (D to G), and a level 2 is equivalent to a GCSE 
grade 9 to 4 (A* to C).

Through completing this course students will gain an overview of the performing arts industry and 
learn how to create a performance. Students will have opportunities to explore performance skills, 
and be given support to develop their skills in performance and production.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE COURSE
Students who have an interest in drama, musical theatre, dance or technical theatre (lighting, 
sound, prop making, media make up, set design, puppet making) and enjoy performing and 
presenting in front of others. 

If you want to develop skills in voice and movement and are confident in performing and 
presenting in-front of live audiences or are willing to give it a go. If you are committed and 
independent when developing their work and skills and will attend sessions outside of normal 
lessons the maybe this is the course for you.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS
The AQA Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts provides a good foundation for learners 
in post-16 education. Learners could progress on to study within the sector through qualifications 
such as an A-level or BTEC Level 3 in Performing Arts or Theatre Studies.

However, the underpinning knowledge, practical and vocational skills learnt will also enhance and 
support progression to many competency-based courses. as GCE AS or A Levels in Drama, 
Theatre Studies and Performing Arts.

ASSESSMENT METHODS
This Tech Award is made up of a combination of coursework and controlled assessment. 
Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed and externally moderated. Component 3 is a 1½ hour 
written exam and is externally assessed.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE
Exploring the Performing Arts. Get a taste of what it is like to be a professional 
actor/musician/dancer as well as developing your production skills across, lighting, sound, make-up 
and more. Throughout the course you will explore different styles by
observing and reproducing existing performance work and creating your own unique 
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performances as a professional theatre company. The first 2 Units you study will give you all of the 
knowledge you need in order to complete the Unit 3 exam. You will produce a portfolio of 
evidence of your development in whatever performing arts medium you choose, which will allow 
you to reflect and develop your skills throughout the course.

Contact: Mr Leigh

This unit provides the opportunity for students to take part in a 
full holistic performance in either a performance or production 
role in a performance. There are 5 set briefs to choose from 
which give students a huge bank of material based on one of five 
performance briefs.

Core knowledge and understanding of the following:

This unit assesses the development of a full devised production 
from concept to creation in any art form (performance or 
production). You will learn key skills in different performance 
styles, respond to a set brief given by a professional theatrical 
institution and work as a group to write, develop present and 
perform your show to a panel of experts in the performing arts. 
Throughout this unit you will develop:

Unit 1

Unlocking Creativity
(30%)

Unit 2

The Production/Performance
(30%)

Unit 3
The Performing Arts
Experience
(40%)

•  Research
•  Idea development
•  Planning and budgeting

•   Presentation (skills and 
content)

•   Transferable skill of 
communication

•   Roles and responsibilities 
within the performing arts 
industry

•   The role of performing 
arts in society

•   Approaches to rehearsal
•   Working as a 

deviser/performer/director

•   Marketing and public 
relations

•   Health and safety
•   Design and technical 

elements
•   Reviewing performance
•   Theatre/film in education

Please note that whilst this course has a Musical theatre 
option, this is aimed at singers rather than musicians.  If 
students are keen to continue with a musical instrument 
then this would be available through the usual Peri system, 
with a Grade 6 in an instrument counting as a GCSE 
equivalent grade.
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COURSE SUMMARY

Students will work and study in both digital 
and analogue (traditional darkroom) techniques.  
We are delighted to offer GCSE Photography 
for the first time at Dinnington.  Photography 
is a unique subject and lets everyone 
experience a creative process.  Photography, 
however, is more difficult than just taking 
‘snaps’ or ‘selfies’.  It’s about looking at the 
world around you and seeing what’s really 
interesting.  

Students won’t need an expensive camera; 
most students are able to use the cameras on 
their mobile phones, which are really useful as 
they have them with them all the time and can 
be used to catch photographs at various times 
as students will need lots of photographs.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

Students who are prepared for a new 
challenge but also to go out into the world to 
record ‘image capture’.  Great photographs 
don’t come to you, you have to go and find 
them!

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Photography has many employment 
opportunities although they are all very 
competitive.  Industry, filmmaking, TV, 
advertising and self employment are all options 
for great photographers.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

Students will initially develop new skills and 
techniques including using Photoshop software 
and basic darkroom skills.

There are several major projects that students 
will work on in Y9 and Y10 including Looking 
at Portrait, Looking at Macro (close up), 
Abstraction, Light Shadow and Reflection and 
a personal project. A key part of the course 
will be the opportunity for students to take 
photographs in different settings as part of 
school visits/trips.

The personal project element uses all the 
techniques and skills that students have 
learned.  

Final Exam - Students work on this from 
January of Y11 and this forms a separate unit 
of work which is based on a starting point or 
theme set by the exam board. Supporting 
work leads to a 10 hour (2 days) final piece or 
pieces, which will follow similar processes to 
the personal project from coursework.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

•   60% coursework
•   40% externally set task - exam

Contact: Mr Devonport

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY
Option
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GCSE SOCIOLOGY
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

GCSE Sociology is the study of society, large 
groups of people and individuals. It studies 
why people behave in the way that they do 
and how society and the institutions such as 
the Government and Education influence 
the way that you are. Some key questions 
which are considered in Sociology: Why are 
men more likely to commit crimes than 
women? Why are women more likely to 
stay at home and look after the children? 
How might your upbringing affect your 
chances of succeeding in education?

GCSE Sociology helps students to gain 
knowledge and understanding of key social 
structures, processes and issues through the 
study of families, education, crime and 
deviance and social stratification. Students 
will develop their verbal and written 
communication skills by constructing 
counterbalanced arguments, making 
judgements and drawing conclusions based 
on sociological theory and explanations. 

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

Sociology students must be interested in 
and keen to find out about society and the 
way the world works. Studying Sociology 
enables students to research, discuss and 
debate about the key institutions in society, 
such as the family and education system and 
how they have substantially changed over 
time. Students studying Sociology must be 
willing to articulate their viewpoints both 
orally and written, develop their extended 
writing skills as well as being able to work 
independently and in group contexts. 

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Due the broad nature of the course, GCSE 
Sociology is a solid basis for many A level subjects 
and can help you progress into a range of further 
study routes. Students who have done well in 
Sociology at GCSE often further take Sociology as 
an A Level option at Sixth Form/College. Other 
subject suggestions at A Level are: Psychology, 
English, History, Law and Politics. 

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

Paper 1
The Sociology of the Families and Education
•   The sociology of families.
•   The sociology of education.
•   Relevant areas of social theory and 

methodology.

Paper 2
The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and Social 
Stratification
•   The sociology of crime and deviance.
•   The sociology of social stratification.
•   Relevant areas of social theory and 

methodology.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Paper 1
Written exam: 1hr 45 mins, 100 marks (50%)
Includes: x2 multiple choice questions, short 
questions, extended questions

Paper 2
Developing Technological Solutions. An 
assignment set by the exam board, marked 
internally and externally moderated. (50%)

Contact: Ms Booker Parkinson, Mrs Jones or Ms Perkins
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GCSE SPANISH
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

The course is divided into 4 skills: listening, 
reading, speaking and writing, enabling 
students to develop language skills in a variety 
of contexts. Students cover topics which come 
under the headings of:

•   Identity and Culture
•   Local, national, international and global 

areas of interest
•   Current and future study and 

employment

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

•   Students of all abilities with an interest in 
the Spanish culture as well as the language 
will be interested in this course.

•   Students who wish to work in industries 
such as Business, Leisure, Travel and 
Hospitality sectors will find this subject a 
valuable asset as Spanish is the second 
world language in international 
communication and the third as an 
international language of politics, 
economics and culture.

•   Students who have studied KS3 Spanish 
will be in a position to take this course.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

Students can carry on to A level Spanish or 
pursue a career in one of the professions 
mentioned.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

Students will be taught content from the 
above three themes including topics such as 
social media, mobile technology, eating out, 
cinema and TV, sport and music. They will also 
learn about global issues, the environment, 
healthy living and poverty, focusing in particular 
on Spanish speaking countries. Finally students 
will have a chance to explore their future 
opportunities and how learning a language 
may benefit them in the future.

Together with developing their topic based 
vocabulary students will work on grammar 
skills and develop their ability to translate along 
with having an opportunity to study authentic 
Spanish literature.

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Each skill (listening, reading, speaking and 
writing) counts for 25% of the final GCSE 
grade and will be examined at the end of Year 
11. All four exams cover all topic areas.

•   Listening paper - 35 minute exam (F tier), 
45 minute exam (H tier)

•   Reading paper - 45 minutes (F tier),
1hr (H tier)

•   Speaking exam - 7-9 minutes (F tier), 
10-12 minutes (H tier). Role-play, photo 
card and conversation.

•   Writing paper - 1hr (F tier), 1hr 15 
minutes (H tier)

Contact: Mrs Oliver
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PE & SPORT
Option

COURSE SUMMARY

Y9 will provide a foundation year in the study 
of sport. Students will be introduced to new 
theoretical knowledge whilst also further 
developing their practical sport skills. This will 
enable students to more easily access a PE & 
Sport accredited qualification in Y10. The 
foundation will prove invaluable in ensuring 
that they achieve as high a grade as possible by 
the end of KS4.

The actual examination course to be followed 
will be finalised at the end of Y9 when courses 
have received accreditation. Staff will know the 
options available to them and will be able to 
choose the most appropriate course for our 
students.

Any course that will be followed is worth 1 
GCSE and incorporates a wide range of skills 
and techniques. The courses are modular and 
allow for students to move through units at 
different times, completing a number of 
assessments. The courses require students to 
develop and then demonstrate their 
theoretical knowledge around a number of 
topics. There will also be an expectation to 
demonstrate their understanding of key 
assessment criteria through practical 
performance.

STUDENTS SUITABLE FOR THE 
COURSE

This course would suit students who are 
enthusiastic about Physical Education and 
Sport and are keen to learn more about the 
theoretical aspects behind it. The course will 
suit students who have an existing interest in 
the importance of nutrition, types of injuries 
that can occur within sport, how the body 
responds when exercising, the psychology of 
sport and types of training. Furthermore, the 
course will require students who are 
determined to work hard both in a theoretical 
and practical setting to achieve the best grade 
possible.

STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

If you are entered for this qualification you will 
complete a range of practical and written 
assessments alongside external exams. The 
practical elements will focus on specific sport 
skills and also allow the application of 
theoretical knowledge e.g. fitness testing. 

ASSESSMENT METHODS

Written/Practical Internal Assessment and 
External Assessment by exam.

POSSIBLE PROGRESSIONS

This course provides a solid foundation for 
students who want to progress to study PE or 
Sport at 6th form level. It also enables those 
with an interest in practical sport to develop 
knowledge which will underpin their 
performance.

Contact: Miss Abdulkarim
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS

1st Options Assembly – introduction of the options process

LIFE Lessons – options and your future education/ career

Subject areas introduce courses to students in lessons 

Options Evening – presentation / display / taster lessons

Y8 Parents’ Evening with Subject Teachers

2nd Options Assembly & Taster Sessions

One to one meetings with parents if necessary – booked through
usual Parents’ Evening system.

January

16
January

February

February

06
February

13
February

March

02-06

14

10-14

27-31
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Dinnington High School 
Doe Quarry Lane

Dinnington
Sheffield
S25 2NZ

info@dinningtonhigh.co.uk
01909 550 066


